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= 

Designate OHM trails to connect Nemadji State Forest with the Duluth area and beyond. 
A minimum of 150 miles of designated OHM trails in both Chippewa and Superior 
National Forests. 
OHM trails and/or special event areas open in each of the four main regions (NW, SW, 
and SE, NE) of the state. 
OHM access (with OHM cost and/or labor sharing) to all feasible existing trails currently 
designated for snowmobiles only. 
Plans in place for OHM trail opportunities for each citizen of MN no farther than 90 miles 
from his/her home. 
Construction complete and facilities open at other Iron range OHV Parks. 

PROPOSED 5-10 YEAR OHM TRAIL GOALS 
Total of 5000 miles of trail open to OH Ms by 2010. 
At least one OHM trail in a State Park. 
High quality OHM trail systems in place in both Chippewa and Superior National Forests. 
OHM trail opportunities for each citizen of MN no farther than 90 miles from his/her home. 
Minimum of 75 miles of OHM trails in each state forest initially classified as managed in 
April 1999 . 

. Construction complete and facilities open at least one OHV Park in each region of MN 
including a large park within 30 miles of the twin cities metro area. 

To go from having the current situation of zero designated trails on public land to having a 
defined trail system throughout Minnesota that is mapped and maintained. The trails 
system is a network of trails with varying skill levels (mixture of easy, medium and 
difficult) with trailheads and camping/motels (accessible by ORVA:s that are licensed only 
as off-road vehicles) nearby and connects areas and cities. It is both excellent in quality 
and quantity which draws ORV enthusiasts from other states and along with Minnesota 
residents. It meets the demands of ORV enthusiasts. To be able to go to different 
designated, maintained areas throughout the year instead of going to the same places 
time after time. 

2. Considering your specific trail use, what are the strengths and weaknesses of your opportunities that 
are portrayed by the trails data? 

• The strengths are that there are many trails to choose from for improvements. The 
weaknesses are such that these trails are out-state 

• Strengths: varied difficulty and terrain. Weaknesses: limited mileage, narrow for skating, 
need to depend almost entirely on volunteers although local DNR forestry has been 
helpful also. 

• I am a skater who trains for citizen cross country races. It takes a lot of effort to find out if 
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an area is groomed for skating or not. I think it would be great if this were always listed. 

• Trails outside of metro area can only be utilized on weekends by our group. 

• Much of the summer training utilizes the trail system. Our group rollerskis, cycles and 
runs on paved trails. Trails close to the Twin Cities are more often utilized. The strength 
of the trails is that they remove us from the increasing probability of being killed by using 
existing roadways. Most of the trails have been paved in the last 10 years, and still offer 
good quality pavement. Notable exceptions are the trail near Faribault and to a lesser 
degree, Cannon Falls. (Are those in your jurisdiction?) 

As for winter trails, a limiting factor for William O'Brien is the amount of grooming. It's 
difficult for me to explore parks other than local State Parks. Limited funds means 
O'Brien trails are not frequently groomed during melt/freeze periods leading to icy 
conditions. When the park is groomed after days of such conditions, it's very difficult to 
produce good conditions. This park also has more problems than normal with small rocks 
on the trails. On the other hand, this park a some excellent wooded sections which make 
for good skiing (since these sections are not as exposed to the sun.) 

I've also enjoyed Wild River for a number of classic ski sessions on very cold days. 
Again, the wooded sections block the wind and make skiing in <OF quite bearable. In 
general, I've found grooming to be good there, but I've usually skied in cold (good snow) 
conditions. I have similar comments about the wooded section of Afton State Park. The 
open sections in the field are terrible on a cold day. 

• The primary strengths of Battle Creek are prime location and diverse terrain. The east 
and west sides have hilly, flat, open and wooded areas. Both sides provide great views 
of the Mississippi River from the hills. The addition of lights to the open areas on the east 
side extends the use of the trails and sliding areas when winter brings early sunsets. 

Battle Creek will host the National Masters Cross Country Ski Races in the year 2000. 
The short loop of lighted trails will provide a unique experience for this event, the first 
running of a race under a lighted course. However, due to the relatively short distance of 
the lighted section, the race is limited to a short sprint relay. Battle Creek could possibly 
host more of these type of events with expanded lighting and snowmaking capabilities. 

The improvement plan considers these strengths, the hills for the sliding and snow 
boarding, the diverse terrain for XC skiing and more lights that will "extend the day" 
during the winter months. 

The improvement plan addresses some of the weaknesses by extending the lighting and 
trail systems, providing a special area for the snowboarders, separating them from the 
younger and "family group" sliders and providing a modern trail head facility for winter 
and summer sports. (BC) 
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The strength is that there are many asphalt trail opportunities in Minnesota. The major 
weaknesses are that not all trails satisfy to user desires and that facilities for some types of 
bicycling, like off-road bike trails, are very scarce. 

Strengths: 
... Users have the ability to choose areas that suit their choice of terrain. 

Weaknesses: 
... Trail mileages are low and repetitive if people want to stay longer the one day. 
... All areas of the state are not represented with the availability of trails. 

Strengths: 
... Our network of trails is very well documented in comparison to other users. This is a 

strength for the snowmobilers and also may provide multi-use opportunities for other trail 
users. The weakness of this data is that thousands of miles of snowmobile trails are on 
private property which may not be available for use by other trail recreationists. Also, 
these trails are subject to closure at any time which requires rerouting of trails on an 
annual basis. The information provided by the trails data provides much information for 
rerouting the asphalt trails and creating trail links between existing trails. It also provides 
data for our use in determining the development of multi-use areas. We need to look 
closer at utility easement availability. 

... Current Area System Planning has identified pockets of trails and opportunities 
distributed over the state. 

... Dedicated OHV Coordinator to assist in identifying expanded opportunities. 

... Local A TV and snowmobile clubs are partnering together to align priorities and trail 
development. 

Weaknesses: 
... Access to and distribution of information relative to available land acquisition and uses. 
... The vision of local A TV clubs are limited to their local area. 

Strengths: 
• The trails that are in place are of fairly high quality. Most offer the narrow single-track trails 

and primitive winding two-track roads, in wooded settings, that most OHM trail riders desire. 
• Some sharing of ATV trails has occurred. 

Weakness: 
• Riding opportunities near the twin cities area is a huge weakness. The lack of riding areas 

within "reasonable" driving distance (1-2 hrs.) discourages many riders from getting into the 
sport or continuing to own OHMs. 
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• Lack of linkages between nearby riding areas wastes opportunities for higher mileage trail 
networks. 

• The riding public is not well informed as to what riding opportunities exist. 
• The "open unless posted closed" State Forest roads and trails are not included in the data or 

promoted by DNR. = Weaknesses of trails data: No trails for 4X4 - As shown 

Strengths of trails data: There is a lot of public land in Minnesota. There are many forests 
that allow for usage of off-road vehicles: managed and limited forests allow for usage of trails 
that are not posted closed: 

3. Given the existing opportunities for your user-group, where is the best place to concentrate you 
ejf orts for expending the available funds? 

• I would say improving some of the state parks should be a priority. The resources are there, 
but the trails sometimes aren't maintained like they should be. 

• Improve existing trail. If possible, add additional kms -- would need land acquisition or 
easements. 

• Southern Minnesota has limited cross country trails. The Root River trail should be widened 
and groomed for skating - this area would explode with tourists in the winter, where now there 
is basically not much. 

• The metro area needs more lighted trails, especially with challenging (uphill) terrain. Trail 
grooming. 

• I will be selfish and suggest that improvements or additions should occur near the population 
centers. Although I frequently make it to the North Shore during the summer, I have never 
gone there during the winter for skiing (but plan to). 

• Battle Creek seems to be the perfect place for the snowmaking infrastructure, extending the 
lights and building the snowboarders' half-pipe. The fact that the sliding hills and ski trails are 
close together will provide efficiency in the snowmaking and lighting improvements. 
Snowmaking on a portion of the XC ski trail will benefit many metro high school XC ski teams 
that have searched for snow the past two years. Many metro high schools are at a 
disadvantage to northern Minnesota schools, which usually have high percentage early 
season snow. In a number of cases these metro area schools end up busing the kids 2-3 
hours to ski just one day a week during that early season. (BC) 

Trails & Waterways Unit Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 



Border-to-Border Trail Study Report 
MRTUA Evaluation - User Group Responses to Assignment Worksheet Appendix F - Page 10 

ma A. 
A 
.... 

.... 

.... 

B. 
.... 

.... 

.... 

C. 
.... 

There are several ways to focus bicycle trail money: 
Facilities 
Completion of the authorized state and Metro Area regional trails and local links to 
them. 
Other trails of regional significance (i.e. Mesabi completion, Cannon Valley links) 
Development of and improvments to off-road bike trails 

Specific Regions 
The Twin Cities Mississippi River corridor (as defined by MNRRA) and connections to 
it. ,, 

The North Shore (newly authorized Gitche Gami State Trail) is highly desirable, 
dangerous in its current state, and has a high concentration of camping and lodging. 
The Blufflands Trail System, SE Minnesota is home to some of the most popular trails 
in Minnesota. Linking trails to parks, communities and each other is a high priority. 

Urban/Rural 
The MRTUA bike reps recommend a 50/50 metro/outstate split 

.... Grant proposal should be sent to MRTUA for discussion and evaluation. 

MnUSA would like to concentrate its efforts on the following: 
A An alternated natural trail from Hinckley to Duluth to provide the necessary north/south 

corridor trail for the east side of the state. 
B. Completion of the Luce Line trail with a natural surface (limestone) with alternate routes 

around areas which are presently asphalt. This trail is necessary for an easUwest 
corridor across the state. 

.... Completion of an alternate natural trail to the Sakatah (State Trail) 

.... Completion of an alternate natural trail to the Paul Bunyan (State Trail) 

.... Completion of an alternate natural trail to the Heartland (State Trail) where not completed 

.... Completion of alternate natural trails to county trails which were snowmobile trails and 
have been made asphalt 

.... Gilbert/Virginia OHV Park 

.... Expand network of trails that will interconnect with OHV Park 

.... With the completion of Area System Planning, focus efforts on marking and connecting 
these trails. 

A riding area near the metro area. 
• Maintaining existing trails. Until more opportunities exist, use of the few designated trails 

will likely be heavy. 
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• Enhancing existing trails' trailhead facilities. Most current OHM trail opportunities have 
poor or non-existent trailhead facilities. 

• Inform OHM riders about the riding opportunities that exist through better publications that 
are more widely distributed. 

• Connect nearby trail loops into networks to increase the mileage that can be ridden from 
a single trailhead. 

Currently state forests and other state lands that are open to motorized usage have the 
best opportunities for expending available funds due to the OHV system planning that is 
currently underway by the Department of Natural Resources. Most of the state forests 
and land available are ·in the north half of the state. The Chippewa and Superior 
(National) Forests have some possibilities as well. 

4. At this time, what are your user-group's most important emphases areas? In what ways would you 
want to spend the money? 

• Trail clearing and trail improvements. 

• Improvement 

• Let's acquire land while it is affordable. It will only spiral out of control, or become something 
else - in both cases, it will be too late at some point. 

• Lights; Grooming; Trail acquisition; Changing/shower facilities 

• I believe the Rails-to-Trails program is excellent, although I've seen the terrible damage 
snowmobiles. I believe the laws about snowmobile (non)usage on the paved trails where 
snowmobiling is not allowed needs to be enforced with fencing or some effective means. 
After protecting the current investment, then I believe more land acquisition, particularly near 
the Twin Cities (where trails are crowded) would be good. 

• Snowmaking infrastructure, the water and electrical lines are priority one. This big 
improvement will likely need to occur in a stepwise fashion while we learn the best designs for 
the sliders, the snowboarders and XC skiers. Many XC ski races have been canceled due to 
lack of snow the past two years. The annual classic ski race at Battle Creek had to be 
rescheduled for later in the season this year. Snowmaking will most certainly result in 
increased use of this park. (BC) 
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• The bike group recommends spending the money to.fund the existing trail grant programs 
with areas of emphasis formally expanded to include priorities as mentioned in #3. 
Acquisition of key links, as always, is a priority over development and improvement. 
Acquisition of new systems would be second priority to completion of existing plans and 
authorizations. 

• In southwestern and northwestern Minnesota consisting of additional land acquisition and 
implementation of new traiis and horse camps, specifically: 
... Split Rock State Park located near Pipestone; 
... Old Mill State Park located near Crookston; 
... Extension and completion of Gateway Munger trail system with multiple-use trail system; 
... Recreational bridge that connects campgrounds at Zumbro Bottoms (Richard J. Doer 

State Forest). 

• In order to have permanency to our trails, money provided in this proposal would be used for 
acquisition of land/easements for the trails and construction of alternate routes. 

• The most important emphasis areas would include land acquisition and improvement of the 
existing system. 

• Designating, mapping, maintaining, publicizing trails that are currently being used but not 
acknowledged by the land administrators. 

• Purchasing maintenance equipment capable of maintaining single-track, rugged trails. 
• Acquiring an OHV park or other riding area near the metro area. 

• At this time, the most important emphasis for the ORV interest group is trail acquisition and 
development, trailheads and camping facilities. We would like to spend funds in the following 
areas: 

A. Acquisition of property and develop a trails facility for off-road vehicles within 50 miles of 
the Twin Cities metropolitan area. This would be primarily for training, practice, and 
education. Estimated cost -- 1.5 - 2 million dollars. 
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B. Several trailheads with camping facilities in different areas of the state primarily in 
Regions 1, 2, and 3. These trailhead facilities would be usable by ALL trail interest 
groups using area and would be located in various forests strategically placed for 
optimum usage. Possible areas may include (BUT NOT LIMITED TO) the Foothills State 
ForesUPaul Bunyan State Forest area, General CC Andrews/Nemadji area, Superior 
National Forest, Big Fork/Koochiching/George Washington/Kabetogama area, etc. The 
number of trailheads would depend upon cost per area and available funding. Facilities 
may differ in degree of development as some may primitive whereas others more 
developed. 

5. Considering the size of the funding package that is being compiled, where are the top ten existing 
trail opportunities for your user-group? 

• Trails that are within a reasonable driving distance from the Twin Cities. We have over 2 % 
million people here and this is where people like to ski for a day trip. 

• Soaring Eagles; Itasca State Park; Paul Bunyan and Two Inlets state forest would offer 
additional potential, but its all motorized trails there! No other opportunities until you get to 
Shingobee and Cass County trails, or the Bemidji areas 

• NE MN, Metro area - these would be the 2 I'd say because of use. 

• Battle Creek Park (facilities, lights)French Regional Park (more lights); Hyland Hills Park 
(more lights); Terrace Oaks (lights); Murphy-Hanrehan (lights, trail work); Elm Creek (more 
lights) 

• Certainly other metro XC ski and sliding parks could benefit from snowmaking. Battle Creek 
seems to be the best location because of the "close" design of the XC ski trails in the open 
area and the opportunity for separate areas for sliders and snowboarders on other hills. (BC) 

Feasible opportunities that meet the above priorities should be considered first, however, 
some examples (not priorities) would be: 

A Acquisition or development of any segment along or link to the Twin Cities Mississippi 
River corridor. 

B. Extension of the Gateway Trail to Taylors Falls 
C. Linking the Cannon Valley and Sakatah trails 
D. Completion of a link from the Twin Cities to the Sunrise Prairie and Munger trails 
E. Linking the two segments of the Paul Bunyan Trail 
F. Opportunities in high growth areas of the Rochester to St. Cloud corridor (i.e. 

extension of the Lake Wobegon Trail and connections from Rochester to the Root 
River, Douglas, and Great River Ridge trails) 

G. Acquisition and development of more segments of the Gitche Gami Trail 
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~ 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

m 1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 

8. 

Gateway Munger Trail • Sand Dunes State Forest 
Bridge at Zumbro Bottoms • Huntersville 
Old Mill State Park • Pillsbury 
Split Rock State Park • Maplewood State Park 
Metro-area parks • Upper Sioux State Park 
St. Croix State Forest • McCarthy Beach State Park & Thistledew 
Forestville State Park State Forest 

See response to #3 herein. Our two top priorities at this time are the Hinckley to Duluth 
natural trail and the completion of the Luce Line with natural surface (limestone) with 
alternate routes around areas which are now asphalt. A proposal for creating a portion of 
the Hinckley to Duluth trail is attached. Land purchases may be required to completes 
the trail. Although it is expected that costs would exceed $1 million, further research is 
needed to determine actual costs. 

1. Gilbert/Virginia OHV Park. 
2. Connections from OHV Park into Superior National Forest trail system. 
3. Eveleth and Babied connections to Gilbert/Virginia OHV Park. 
4. Skibo A TV Trail which will connect Hoyt Lake to Babbitt and the Stoney Spur trail. 
5. Expand Arrowhead and Taconite State Trails for summer use. Would provide 

opportunity to hook into other systems. 
6. Interconnect General Andrews, Nemadji, and St. Croix State Forest trail system. 
7. Mark and improve existing trails within General Andrews, Nemadji, and St. Croix 

State Forest trail system. 
8. Expansion of Tri County A TV Park to include safety training and camping facilities. 
9. Open up trail from Crane Lake to Ash River for summer multi-use. 
10. Expand opportunities on the Taft Area Trail and Cloquet Valley State Forest with 

connections to Alborn trail and Melrude area. 

Metro Area OHV Park or trail loop. 
Additional designated trail mileage to enhance the Martineau trails in the Paul Bunyan 
State Forest. 
Enhanced trailhead facilities for the Martineau trails in the Paul Bunyan State Forest. 
Designate an OHM single-track trail in the Superior National Forest. 
Completion of Gilbert OHV Park. 
Connection of the Gilbert OHV Park to nearby trails. 
An OHM trail loop connecting the Martineau trails with the town of Akeley and/or other 
area towns. 
Additional trail mileage and facilities to enhance the trail network in the Nemadji, St Croix, 
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and Chengwatana State Forests. 
• Create an OHM single-track trail in the Solana State Forest and connect to the Snake 

River State F crest. 
10. Designate an OHM single-track trail in the Badoura State ForesUBackus area. 

Currently the existing trail opportunities on public land are non-designated or mapped -­
but still all existing roads and trails in state forests that are open for motorized usage are 
available for ORV use -- however, because none are designated at this time, we cannot 
currently utilize our dedicated funds to develop and maintain them. We also have 
minimal opportunities on private land. Our greatest trail opportunities are, unfortunately, 
out of state. 

6. With the information and tools provided, where is the most desired location for a future long­
distance, multi-use trails (> 10 miles)? 

• Between here and Hinckley, to complete the Gateway trail. I am think more in terms of 
biking. For skiing, I think we have enough trails, but they need to be improved. 

• Paul Bunyan State Forest 

• SE Minnesota-Root River Area 

• Howzabout Mora MN? 

• The trails near the Twin Cities become really crowded on weekends .... so crowded I don't 
ride them due to frustration. Again, I'll be selfish and ask for more trails near the Twin 
Cities. 

• With full trail development on the east and west sides of Battle Creek Road there is 
certainly the opportunity to have more than 10 miles .of trail. This would be a great asset 
to mountain bikers, hikers, runners and XC skiers in the east metro, a location with a 
large park user population enjoying easy access by highways 94 and 61. (BC) 

mm. Twin Cities Mississippi River corridor and the North Shore 

Pembina Recreational Trail I Old Mill State Park 
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See response to # 3 herein. 

Central and northern portions of the state offer the most opportunity. We continue to seek 
opportunities close to the Metro area. 

II • Within 60 miles of the twin cities. 

The mostly likely location for a future long-distance, multi-use trail (>10 miles) is in far 
Northern Minnesota (Region%), The Iron Range/Superior National Forest was 
discussed. Areas such as the Foothills State Forest area (Region 3) seem to be more 
accepting of motorized usage and may be a feasible area as well. 

7. What opportunities for multiple use exist with the projects that you are proposing? 

• I would rather not have multiple use trails for xc skiers. It doesn't work very well. 

• Hunting, hiking, mtn biking are all done so some extent on the existing Soaring Eagles 
trail, esp. hunting in the fall. 

• Biking and hiking always go well with Cross country skiing, and The Root River area is a 
good example of this 

• 3-Season Hiking/Trail Running; Mountain Biking; Our group generally does not like 
paving trails. 

• Snowmobiles cannot used paved trails without ruining them. Horses on a separate dirt 
trail work fine. Walkers and runners should be channeled to a separate trail from cyclists, 
rollerbladers, rollerskiers, etc. 

• Please see the above answers on questions 1 through 6. (BC) 

Corridor trails with potential for high use should be surfaced with asphalt making them 
available to the most popular corridor trail uses, bicycling and in-line skating and 
snowmobiling in the winter with opportunity for horseback riding where dual treadways can be 
constructed. 
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• Asphalt trails are also popular with runners, walkers, and an assortment of other users 
including persons with disabilities. 

• Off-road bike trails are compatible seasonally with XC skiing or snowmobiling provided 
they are constructed around wet lands and sensitive slopes. Low volume touring trails 
would be compatible but high use areas should be developed for off-road bikes only. 

Multiple-use exists at the Pembina Recreational Trail I Old Mill State Park located in 
Marshall County 

• Multiple use - Multiple freadway 
(included in General Comments below is a chart listing parks/forests and estimated 

______ costs) _______________________ ~ ___ _ 

All of the natural state trails used for snowmobiling are available for other users including 
horses, A TV's, off-road motorcycles, mountain bike and hiking, from April 1 through 
November 30 except where limited by terrain and water. If conflict can be avoided, cross­
country ski use during the winter may be appropriate. (See attachment as referred to in the 
answer/response to question number 5.) 

Gilbert/Virginia Park's master plan includes multiple use opportunities such as hiking and 
bike trails. Also, as part of the park we would use a portion of the Mesabi trail as a 
corridor. Crane Lake to Ash River would also be multi purpose. 

• The trail construction of most OHM trails would qualify for multi-use with at least one 
other user group. 
... A TVs, horses and XC skiers could share wider trails; 
... Mountain bikes, hikers, and snowshoers could share most narrow trails; and 
... OHVs, snowmobiles, and others could share the very wide "two-track" trails. 
The question however is not so much "Is the trail design compatible with these multiple 
uses?", but more along the lines of "Do the land managers want to mix the different user 
groups?". For example, the Martineau trails could probably support multiple use with 
mountain biking, but they have not been designated as such. 

... Our experience has shown that OHMs can be compatible with most other user groups if 
the trail design is appropriate for combined use. 

The trailhead/camping facilities are multi-use proposals. Motorized and non-motorized 
trail interest groups would all be benefitting from projects of this nature. All groups need 
an area to park a vehicle or trailers or campers or utilize a restroom, etc. These types of 
projects would be assets to the trail communities as a whole. 
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General Comments: (responses here are from the general public, not necessarily MRTUA members) 

a. Fund ski trail lighting projects in urban trail systems 
b. Fund extensions to existing trail systems with priority going to links to other systems first, 

and to develop local trails providing ski access to existing lodging and parking areas 
second. 

c. Fund ski-joring/dog sledding trails separate from ski trails. Dog feces and dog tracks are 
not compatible with recreational and racing ski tracks. Ski-joring and dog sledding can 
and should be accom.n:1odated on the same trail treadways. Since ski-jorers and dog 
sledders need some packed snow but not set ski tracks, rolling a trail with no track 
setter on unplowed State forest roads and unplowed park roads would help meet the 
demand for this type of cross-country skiing. 

• Estimated cost for lighting ski trails is -$30,000 per kilometer (source: Larry Holberg, 
Ramsey County Parks Dept., June 3, 1999. Based upon costs for Battle Creek Regional 
Park, 1998.) Ramsey Co. put in a lighted trail loop at Battle Creek Regional Park last fall 
which was opened in January, 1999. Lighted trails make sense in urban areas because 
there ease of access to the trail system and enough skiers who would support the higher 
costs of operations and maintenance of the trail with weekday evening use. 

• Trail extensions that link existing trails systems together are more economical than trying 
to fund new trail loops/systems. These extensions can also be more easily 
maintained/groomed than new trail systems since investments in grooming equipment 
has already been made. One is just grooming more ski trails with existing equipment. 
Likewise, ski-joring and dog-sled trails should be developed where grooming equipment 
already exists. 

• Improvement List (Battle Creek Regional Park) 
1. Infrastructure for snowmaking on a sledding hill, for a separate 
snowboarding area and for four kilometers of the "open" XC ski trail 
(the non-wooded portion). 
2. Lights for the wooded portion of the XC ski trail. 
3. Construction with lights of a "half pipe" for snowboarders. 
4. A modern trail head facility for all park users including the outdoor 
baseball and hockey teams using the area. 
5. Trail design and improvements on the west side of Battle Creek Road 
for mountain bikes and XC skiers. 
6. A bridge over Battle Creek Road suitable for mountain bikers (summer) 
and skiers (winter). 
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We recommend that the primary consideration be given to land/corridor acquisition. These 
funds should be available for matching grants. 

We recommend the follovying specific locations for these grants: 

The North Country Trail alignment as established by the National Park Service. 
Recognizing that this is an intrastate connection of trails, the proposed alignment passes 
through an area of the state with no existing hiking trails, and the USPS can not acquire 
land for trails, this is the most pressing need for funding. Sections of the trail that could be 
funded within the next two years are: Superior Hiking Trail gaps at Finland, Hovland, and 
St. Louis County; Private Land in the Superior National Forest along the Gunflint, Echo 
and Fernberg Roads; and Private Land within the Paul Bunyan State Forest. 

Completion of the Gateway Trail from the Metro area to Jay Cook State Park. This 
trail would allow trail access from the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area to the North Country 
Trail. The State of Wisconsin has an existing trail through the Governor Knowles State 
Park that could be connected or become part of an Interstate Gateway Trail. 

Minnesota River Valley Trail * Establishment of a corridor along the Minnesota River 
Valley for a trail would provide hiking opportunities in Southern Minnesota. 

John Dorer State Forest * Similar to the Minnesota River Valley Trail, this trail would 
provide hiking opportunities in a part of the state that does not have many trails. 

The bicycle group would prioritize $25 million as follows: 
... $10 million for State Trails (including %15 funding for off-road bike trails in state 

parks, information and signage) 

... $10 million for Metro Regional Trails (with first priority to be placed upon feasible 
Mississippi River Trail 

... Projects and including % 15 funding for off-road bike trails in regional parks, 
information and signage) 

... $5 million for existing trail grant programs (with expanded criteria to include a 
minimum of % 15 set aside for one year for off-road bike trails and require a signage 
and information minimum) 

... Extend Gateway State Trail. The trail concept of the dual treadway, including horses, but 
not exclusive to horses. Keep it a non-motorized trail. The Gateway Trail Extension 
Committee and the DNR are actively pursuing this with the authorization of the 1997 
legislature, $350,000 was appropriated. The trail uses include hiking, in-line skaters, 
bikers, horses and cross country skiing. 

Trails & Waterways Unit Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 



Border-to-Border Trail Study Report 
MRTUA Evaluation - User Group Responses to Assignment Worksheet Appendix F - Page 20 

~ We would really like to see bathroom and shower facilities constructed at Wild River State 
Park horse Camp and a large horse camp site at Chengwatana (State Forest), just east 
of Pine City. (Letter submitted by NW Saddle Club) 

~ We need more over night accommodations - with water supply for horses and bathrooms 
for people (pit toilets are fine). 

~ Some of our members would like to see trail information on the web-site. Information 
concerning if there is overnight camping what facilities are available and other information 
of interest available to the riders. Also, we do not want paved trails. (Riverside Drifters 
Saddle Club) 

~ · One person wrote in and said they had heard about a trail extending from Pine Point Park 
to Duluth - would like to see that happen with trail head stops every 10-20 miles. Would 
also like to see more trails at William O'Brien State Park, including connections to Pine 
Point Park to the south and to Wild River State Park to the north. In favor of other trail 
connections to state parks or other riding areas. The area of the St. Croix River Valley is 
also an area of interest for horse trails by this person. 

~ Another letter submitted by an individual states that they would like to see running water 
put in at Pillsbury State Forest - hand pumping is a lot of work. This person would also 
like to see trail markers in the forests. 

~ Information was also submitted regarding the potential of including horse use in the 
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge - Shakopee-Chaska Trail. 

~ Purchasing property for trail access at or to Upper Sioux Agency State Park (the property 
of interest is within the statutory boundary and the owner has stated he is willing to 
discuss options). 

~ Submission of a 1979 report titled "A Plan for Land Acquisition" for Richard J. Dorer 
Memorial Hardwood Forest. 

~ Submission of the New Scandia Township Parks and Trails System Plan. 

~ Acquisition of land I trail near Crookston or Red Lake (was part of a grant that was not 
selected this year). 

~ Acquisition of lands in/near state parks for additional horse trails - Camden and Split 
Rock Creek State Parks. 

Trails & Waterways Unit Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
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Name Nearest Town Description 
Develop Horse Camp in existing multi-use 

Foothills SF Backus trail system 
has 33 miles of hiking trails; 31 miles 
Cross Country Ski Trails and 31 miles 
Snowmoile Trails - allocate funds to 

Itasca SP develop horse trail system 

, Purchase land to establish trail between 
McCarthy Beach Side lake Thistledew Camp and McCarthy Beach 

Existing Trail system contains25 miles of 
trails; but camping is in parking lot. 
Develop Horse Camp in existing trail 

Mille Lacs Kathio Onamia system 

Develop recreational facilities including 
Old Mill Crookston trail system and campgrounds 

Purchase land to increase miles of existing 
horse trails to better utilize current 

Sibley SP campground and trail system 

Purchase land to extend park and develop 
Split Rock Creek Pipestone trail system 

Purchase 80 acres within forest boundaries 
St. Croix SF Hinckley to extend trail system 

Purchase land between Renville Co. Park 
Upper Sioux #1 from Bob Lecy to connect the trail 
Agency SP Granite Falls systems in both facilities ( 80 acres) 

Purchase land to extend park to Sorlien 
Upper-Sioux Mills( 2 sq miles). This land is within 
Agency SP Granite Falls statutory boundaries of park 

Recreational Bridge to connect trail system 
Zumbro Bottoms Zumbrota to campgrounds 

Users 
Snowmobilers, hikers, 
horse back trail riders 

Covert current system 
to mult-use to include 
horses 
Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country skiers 

Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country skiers 
Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country skiers 
Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country skiers 
Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country skiers 
Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country skiers 
Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country. skiers 
Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country skiers 
Snowmobile, hikers, 
horseback trail riders, 
cross country skiers 

Est Cost 

80,000 

1,280,000 

400,000 
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Name Nearest Town Description 
Develop multi-use trail system in existing 

Big Stone SP Ortonville Park boundaries 
' Preserve the rugged, scenic, river valley on 
; 

road west of park along river system by 
purchasing 2000 acres and develop multi-
use trail system ( in compliance with 1979 

Forrestville SP Preston Forestry Plan) 
Extend the Big Spring Trail in the park by 
purchasing 200 acres and develop trail 
system ( in compliance with 1979 Forestry 

Forrestville SP Preston Plan) 
Land acquisition north of Forrestville -
Underbake Tract ( in compliance with 1979 

Forrestville SP Preston Forestry Plan) 
Develop parking lot to make use of current 

Gateway Trail Metro Area trail system 
Gribben Valley, Purchase 1000 acres of cliffs and scenic 
Diamond Creek bluff country to preserve this unique area in 
Valley Area Preston MN 

Develop Horse Camp to utilizse current 
Jay cook SP Duluth facilites 

Lac Qui Parle SP Montevideo Move Horse Camp from flood plains area 

Land O~ Lakes SF Cass County Develop campground and trail system 

Reno Unit - Doerr Purchase 300 acres and develop trail system 
Hardwood Forest Caledonia in compliance with 1979 Forestry Plan. 
Reno Uhit - Doerr Expand Campgorund to better utilize current 
Hardwood Forest Caledonia system 

Bridge over St. Francis River to connect 
North Unit (developed for camping, horse 
camp, SNA, etc.) to South Unit which is left 

Sand Dunes SF Elk River natural 
Purchase land or easement to develop 

St. Croix SP & SF Hinckley connecting trail between park and forest 

Users Est. Cost 
Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 100,000 

Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 3,000,000 

Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 325,000 

Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 150,000 
Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 50,000 

Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 1,500,000 
Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 50,000 
Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 50,000 
Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 50,000 

Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 325,000 
Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 325,000 

Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 400,000 
Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
hikers and horseback riders 
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Name Nearest Town Description Users Est. Cost 
Wetbark/Oakridge 
Unit - Doerr Purchase 30 acres and develop trail system Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
Hardwood Forest Houston in compliance with 1979 Forestry Plan hikers and horseback riders 60,000 

Develop Campground to be mulit-use to give 
more and better access to current trail 

Wetbark/Oakridge system and expanded trail trail system. 
Unit - Doerr Current facilities is a parking lot only, no Multi use - Snowmobiles, Skiers, 
Hardwood Forest Houston water. A well would be minimum for users. hikers and horseback riders 20,000 
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